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SUSTAINABLE HIGHWORTH WORKING GROUP (SHWG)          
TUESDAY 13 JANUARY 2021
In attendance: -
Councillors:




N Gardiner (In the Chair)

K Saunders 

P Newton-Smith







R Williams






(Miss) J Murphy

Highworth Town Council: 


Deanne Rose (Assistant Town Clerk & Zoom Host)
Community Representatives:


Luke Tremblin






Rob New






Doug Roberts







Lauren Hogarth







Mary Kitchener







Josie McGregor

APOLOGIES 
32.
None
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD TUESDAY 8 DECEMBER 2020
33. 
The Minutes were agreed

23.
MATTERS ARISING
34.
 Outstanding actions
· The Assistant Town Clerk is to research the Swindon Borough Council (SBC) website for any statistics relating to recycling and rubbish that is sent to landfill and how recycling can be encouraged.

ACTIONS UPDATE SINCE LAST MEETING

35.

a. Councillor P Newton-Smith is keen to get the SHWG site live.  L Hogarth is to email the hedgehog literature, any additional content is welcomed.
b. Councillors N Gardiner and R Williams visited the National Self Build Site in Swindon, a lot of information was gathered and is to be passed to Councillor P Newton-Smith for publication on the SHWG Website.
c. An article on hedgehogs has been prepared for the next issue of the Link Magazine. Due to COVID the next issue will only be available online.
d. Councillor K Saunders contacted a member of Pentylands Country Park who currently makes bird boxes, he is happy to supply a template and instructions.  
e. The Climate Communications Pilot literature is to be a future Agenda item for the SHWG.
f. Due to lockdown restrictions all litter pick events are cancelled until further notice.  This is to be publicised on the Highworth Town Council Facebook Page and Website.

CYCLE RACK PROVISIONS
36.
Once the Cycling and Walking Survey is closed and the results have been analysed, the SHWG is to request through the General Purpose & Finance Meeting that 2 cycle racks are located in the Town. Locations dependent on the survey data. 
Additional funding is being made available around May 2021 through SBC and the Emergency Active Travel Fund Money.  SBC is currently running a Cycle Parking Survey which is available until the end of March 2021, this survey is to be publicised on the Highworth Town Council Website and Facebook Page.
TREE PLANTING IN PENTYLANDS COUNTRY PARK 
37.
The Tree Planting Survey proved successful with 239 responses, 95.82% of people responding supported the additional tree planting and 42.4% of people left their contact details to assist with implementing the project. A full report will be available and published on the Website in due course.
UPDATE ON THAMES WATER PIPELINE
38.
Councillor K Saunders attended a Site Meeting with the Environmental Officer and a Health and Safety Officer for Thames Water.  Councillor K Saunders was advised that Thames Water would lift any important trees and re-locate them within the Park ensuring that these trees can be relocated rather than felled. 












24.

The Thames Water Press Officer is keen to ensure the Public are kept informed at all stages of the project and photos of the progress will be available to publicise on the Highworth Town Council Website and Facebook Page.  
A 40m working width road around the Park is to be installed and Councillor K Saunders is keen to see this remain to allow for walking and cycling routes within the Park. The pipeline will go ahead but there is no confirmed date. 

WILDFLOWER SURVEY RESULTS

39.
A Public Consultation ran for a period of two weeks.  168 responses were received in total with 98% of people who completed the survey in favour of increasing the wildflower areas within the Town.  The only site not to score well was the junction at St Michaels Avenue with 14 responses identifying this site as unsuitable (16.5%). 65 responses identified additional areas within the Town and this will be brought forward to phase 3 of the pilot scheme and investigated in more detail. There is overwhelming support from the Community to assist with this project 42.5% of responses received were willing to assist, equating to 62 contact details being submitted. A Resolution is required by Environment & Leisure to allow a Variation to the Deed which it has with SBC for the grounds work and verge mowing that it does on behalf of SBC.  A full report can be found on the Highworth Town Council Website.

Councillors P Newton-Smith and K Saunders are to sponsor the purchase 1kg of wildflower seed to be given to residents to encourage them to plant wildflower areas in their gardens, they will be encouraged to take photos and share them with Highworth Town Council.  This is to be run as a competition. Contact details will be requested to encourage engagement.  There is no cost to Highworth Town Council.

R New and M Kitchener offered assistance with weighing and packing up the seeds and L Hogarth offered assistance of delivery to anyone who wasn’t able to collect.
NEWSLETTER AND COLLECTING PERSONAL DATA

40. 
A Sustainable Highworth Facebook page was discussed, there are issues around governance and who would moderate the site.  Two members of the group were happy to assist as moderators following the official Council guidelines. 
A second Facebook page is to be put to Environment & Leisure and if approved the Policy Committee will be required to write official guidelines.

Once the guidelines are in place the SHWG would like to look at a regular newsletter, this will be an Agenda item at a future Meeting.

A QR code has been generated for Highworth Town Council, which, when scanned it takes the individual to the official Website and Facebook Page, this is to be publicised on the notice boards around the Town.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

41.
M Kitchener:  Lisa Mitchell is a resident in Highworth who promotes recycling of various items and currently has several drop off points around the Town.  The SHWG would like to invite her to 













25.

the next Meeting to present on the work she has been doing and if this group can assist in any way.













(Miss) J Murphy: thanked the Group for doing a fantastic job.
D Roberts: Climate Communications Pilot is to be a future Agenda item.

R New: is to draft a letter to be sent to the Borough Councillor (Mrs) M Penny regarding the recent Carbon Reduction Strategy survey.

L Tremblin: 
a. He and Councillor N Gardiner are to participate in a radio interview next Monday to discuss the Cycling & Walking Survey.
b. A cycling mechanic is to come to the Saturday Market.
c. L Tremblin has offered to do Market deliveries on a bicycle if anyone requires this service.

DATE FOR THE NEXT MEETING

42.
Tuesday 9 February 2021 7:00pm
Meeting Closed 8.15pm
Actions:
· L Hogarth is to email the hedgehog literature to Councillor P Newton-Smith.
· Councillors N Gardiner and R Williams are to forward the information received from the National Self Build Site in Swindon to Councillor P Newton-Smith for publication on the SHWG Website.

· The Climate Communications Pilot literature is to be a future Agenda item.
· Due to lockdown restrictions all litter pick events are cancelled until further notice.  This is to be publicised on the Highworth Town Council Facebook Page and Website.

· Publish the SBC Cycle Parking Survey on the Highworth Town Council Website and Facebook Page.

· Councillors P Newton-Smith and K Saunders are to purchase 1kg of wildflower seed to be given to residents to encourage them to plant wildflower areas in their gardens, they will be encouraged to take photos and share them with Highworth Town Council.  This is to be run as a competition.
Contact details will be requested to encourage engagement.
· A second Facebook page is to be put to Environment & Leisure and if approved the Policy Committee will be required to write Official Guidelines.

· A regular Newsletter is to be an Agenda item.

· A QR code has been generated for Highworth Town Council, when scanned it takes the person to the official Website and Facebook Page, this is to be publicised on the notice boards around the Town.
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